Mysterious storyteller Madame Kalamazoo delivers daily stories
to children making them the main characters of the tale

Once in a blue moon something unexpected happens.
Thursday 23rd July 2020
Earlier this year, children across the UK found themselves suddenly unable to go out or see their
friends and family as the world went into lockdown due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Around the same time, another very surprising thing took place: some children started getting a
daily email, from a rarely seen storyteller called Madame Kalamazoo. These children report that
the mysterious visitor from the Blue Moon knows their names, makes them laugh, and takes
them on daily imaginative adventures. But best of all, she has a special way to connect her
readers with other children stuck in their houses.
Starting from today, Madame Kalamazoo’s Magical Mail will now be available to children,
delivered via email by the National Theatre.
As National Theatre at Home concludes with the final streaming day of Amadeus (until 7pm) and
school summer holidays start, the National Theatre is excited to be sharing Madame
Kalamazoo's Magical Mail for free from today.
The special thing about these daily, interactive stories is that they are set in children’s own
homes, and feature the children themselves as the main characters. If they choose to, children

can go a step further than simply reading their magical mail and can contribute artwork to help
move the stories along in an act of collective storytelling with other children.
Families already receiving Madame Kalamazoo’s Magical Mail love their daily stories and one
parent said: "Madame Kalamazoo has been such a welcome distraction and breath of fresh air
during lockdown. Every day my son wakes up asking if Madame Kalamazoo has sent a letter
and he’s really thrilled when it arrives. Thank you, Madame Kalamazoo.”
Parents/ guardians can send a message to Madame Kalamazoo inviting her to write to their
children at madamekalamazoo.com or can find out more by
visiting nationaltheatre.org.uk. Madame Kalamazoo will start sending her Magical Mail the next
day and will send 19 email stories in total. Parents can choose whether to receive stories from
her daily or at weekends.
Notes to Editors
For images, please see here.
For more information, contact Katie Marsh, Press Manager for the National Theatre, on
kmarsh@nationaltheatre.org.uk
Madame Kalamazoo’s stories are best suited to primary school children, 5-11 year olds. They
can be enjoyed by children by email for free.
National Theatre at Home ran for 16 weeks on the National Theatre’s YouTube channel,
streaming productions for free each Thursday at 7pm, the last production Amadeus finishes
23rd July at 7pm. The National Theatre is now excited to be bringing Madame Kalamazoo's
Magical Mail into homes by email, for free.
Who created Madame Kalamazoo's Magical Mail?
Madame Kalamazoo is a storyteller who began writing to children at the start of lockdown. We
can’t tell you more than that without spoiling the magic but Toby Coffey, Head of the National
Theatre's Immersive Storytelling Studio, said: “We were delighted to discover Madame
Kalamazoo and are excited to be using our unique resources to deliver her stories. Together
with Madame Kalamazoo, we have created an innovative storytelling form that uses a little bit of
internet and a lot of imagination to help young people get through the unusual times we are
living in.”

