The

Winter’s Tale
The Winter’s Tale Visual Story
The Winter’s Tale is a play written by William Shakespeare
This new version for young audiences has been adapted by Justin Audibert

Relaxed Performance
Wednesday 20 February 2019 at 2pm
This visual story contains information about the play and lots of images
to help you prepare for your visit. It also has information to help you find
your way to the Dorfman Theatre at the National Theatre, where the show
is being performed.
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Introduction
Relaxed performance

We are looking forward to welcoming you to the relaxed performance of
The Winter’s Tale. The atmosphere is ‘relaxed’, so you can move or talk
if you need to. A Chill Out Space will be available in a room near the foyer
if you need a break and you can come in and out of the auditorium
(the room where the show takes place).

Length

This show is 1 hour and 5 minutes long.

Theatre guidelines

Using a camera or a mobile phone is not allowed during the
performance. However, if you need to use a device, like a tablet, for
your communication, please inform the ushers. You can use your
phone or tablet in the foyer.

Meet and greet

After the relaxed performance, there will be the opportunity to
meet the actors in the Chill Out Space in the Cottesloe Room
for approximately 15 minutes.
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The Theatre
The play is being performed at the Dorfman Theatre
which is inside the National Theatre.
Here is a picture of the Dorfman Theatre entrance.
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The Theatre
You will need your ticket to get into the auditorium. You might already
have yours when you arrive but if not, you can pick them up from the
ticket desk.
You may need to wait in the Dorfman Theatre foyer before
the show starts or you can wait in the Chill Out Space in the Cottesloe
Room. Other audience members (people who watch the show) may be
waiting there to watch the show.
Here is a picture of the Dorfman
Theatre ticket desk.

Here is a picture of the Cottesloe
Room entrance.
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The Theatre
If you would like to put a bag or a coat in the cloakroom (a room for
storing bags and coats) then you need to go to the cloakroom by
the toilets. Any large bag will need to be left in the cloakroom. This
includes rucksacks so if there are things you need to take into the
auditorium please bring a small bag.
For this performance, doors will open about 20 minutes before
the play begins.

Inside the Auditorium

When you go to the auditorium an usher will look at your ticket and tell
you where your seat is. When you enter the auditorium you will be able
to see the stage (the area where the actors perform the show) and the
seats where the audience sits. At the end of the show the audience
will clap to say thank you to the performers.
Your ticket has the information you need to find your seat and sit
to watch the show.
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The Set
The ‘set’ is the name for all the scenery, furniture and objects used on
stage in a play. For this play, the set uses lights, people and objects
which change throughout to show different things, for example:
Sicilia

Bohemia
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The Characters
The Characters

Some of the actors play more than one character.
Some of the characters are played by puppets and actors.

Perdita

This is Perdita. We meet Perdita at the
beginning of the play when she is about to
marry Florizel and she stops the wedding so
she can tell us the story of her life. When we
first meet Perdita she looks like this picture.
We also see her when she is a little baby.

Mamillius

Mamillius is the son of King Leontes and
Queen Hermione and he is Perdita’s older
brother. He is a puppet and his story is told
with Perdita’s help.

Leontes

This is Leontes. He is King of Sicilia. At the
start of the play, he is having a big party for
his best friend Polixenes who is visiting from
Bohemia. Leontes gets very jealous and
cross when he thinks that his wife, Hermione,
is cheating on him with Polixenes.
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The Characters
Hermione

This is Hermione. She is Queen of Sicilia.
Hermione is married to Leontes and is the
mother of Mamillius and Perdita. When
Leontes thinks Hermione is cheating on
him, and she is taken away from her children,
she gets very sad.

Camilla

This is Camilla. She is a loyal friend to
Leontes until he asks her to poison Polixenes.
She warns Polixenes about Leontes’ plan
and they decide to go back to Bohemia to
stay safe.

Polixenes

Polixenes is King of Bohemia and he is best
friends with Leontes. When Leontes becomes
very jealous, Polixenes is forced to run away
back to his home in Bohemia. Polixenes has
a son called Florizel.
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The Characters
Paulina

Paulina is friends with Hermione. She
defends Hermione when Leontes accuses
her of betraying him.

Antigonus

Antigonus is friends with Leontes. Leontes
asks Antigonus to take baby Perdita to
Bohemia. Antigonus gets chased away by
a bear. You don’t see the bear but you do
hear the sound of the bear which may
be scary.

Old Shepherd

The Old Shepherd lives in Bohemia. He finds
baby Perdita and looks after her for 16 years.
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The Characters
Young Shepherd

The Young Shepherd is the Old Shepherd’s
daughter. She also finds Perdita when she’s
a baby.

Florizel

Florizel is Polixenes’ son. He meets
Perdita by chance and they fall in love.
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The Story
Everyone stands together for the wedding of Perdita and Florizel. Then
Perdita asks for the wedding to be stopped. She explains that she needs
to tell the audience her story from the beginning. Perdita starts the story
at the beginning before she was born, on a night when her parents,
Leontes and Hermione, were having a party.
Leontes and Hermione are having a New Year’s Eve party for their friend
Polixenes, who is visiting them. Perdita hasn’t yet been born and her
older brother Mamillius is at the party.
Leontes suddenly becomes very jealous and thinks that his wife,
Hermione, is cheating on him. Leontes gets so jealous that he asks his
friend Camilla to poison Polixenes. Instead, Camilla warns Polixenes
and they both escape to Bohemia to get away.
Leontes does not trust Hermione. To punish Hermione, Leontes sends
her away and makes her leave behind their son, Mamillius. Hermione
and Mamillius become very sad and Mamillius refuses to speak or eat.
Hermione gives birth to baby Perdita, but Leontes tells his friend
Antigonus to take Perdita away and leave her in the woods in Bohemia.
Leontes and Hermione then find out that their son, Mamillius, has died.
This news upsets Hermione and soon she dies too. Finally, Leontes sees
that he has been wrong to be cross and jealous but it is too late because
he has lost his whole family.
In Bohemia, Antigonus arrives with baby Perdita. He sets down Perdita in
the woods but then hears a bear nearby, which chases him away (this is a
little bit scary). Perdita is left alone until a sheep finds her. An Old Shepherd
and a Young Shepherd find baby Perdita. They decide to take care of her.
Sixteen years pass and Perdita lives happily with the Old Shepherd and the
Young Shepherd taking care of her. One day, a young man named Florizel
comes to the countryside. Florizel meets Perdita and they fall in love.
Florizel’s father is Polixenes. Florizel has not been at home very often
since he met Perdita. Polixenes and his friend Camilla decide to disguise
themselves to find out where Florizel is spending all his time.
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The Story
Wearing their disguises, Polixenes and Camilla find Perdita, Florizel and
the Shepherds having a summer party. Florizel says he is going to marry
Perdita without telling his father, which makes Polixenes cross. Polixenes
takes off his disguise and tells Florizel and Perdita that he won’t let them
get married. Florizel and Perdita decide to run away to Sicilia where they
will be allowed to get married.
After Florizel and Perdita have left, Camilla hears the Shepherds talking
about Perdita. Camilla realises who Perdita really is. Camilla tells Polixenes
and he decides to sail back to Sicilia himself to meet them and
say sorry.
On the beach in Sicilia, everyone is together and forgives each other.
Perdita and Leontes decide to visit Paulina, who has made a statue that
looks like Hermione. Everyone says that the statue looks so real it could
be alive, then magically it comes to life and Hermione is there.
The play returns to the wedding. Perdita and Florizel get married.
We hope you enjoy the performance.
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Good to know
Puppets

There are three puppets used in the play: a sheep, a little boy (Mamillius)
and a bird. Sometimes the puppets will come close to the audience.

Mamillius

Gina the Sheep

Music

There is singing in the show. Sometimes the actors play
musical instruments like a guitar, piccolo, ukelele and cahon drum.

Lighting

The lights used on stage are not too bright and the sounds used
in the show are not too noisy.
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From the NT Access Team
Production photography is taken by Ellie Kurttz
The Winter’s Tale artwork is designed by National Theatre
Graphic Design Studio. Photography (Gabby Wong) by Emily Stein.

Supporters of nationwide Learning
programmes for Young People

Partner for Learning

To find out more about upcoming relaxed performances and workshops visit:
www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/access/relaxed-performances
access@nationaltheatre.org.uk

15

